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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: Claim 2 recites a urine introduction part forming material. 
This term is not supported by the originally filed specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the first leak preventer" in lines 2-3 and 6-7, and 
"second leak preventer" in line 7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the second leak preventer" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the absorber" in line 2 and "the first leak preventer" 
in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 5 recites the limitation "the absorber" in line 2 and "the first leak preventer" 
in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the first leak preventer" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "the first leak preventer" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "the absorber" in line 1 and "the first leak preventer" 
in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the second leak preventer" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Interpretation 

For examination purposes, the examiner presumes that the first sheet leak 
preventer and the first leak preventer are one and the same. Likewise, the examiner 
presumes that the second sheet leak preventer and the second like preventer are the 
same element . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Guidotti et al. (US 6,835,192). 

With reference to claim 1 , Guidotti et al. (hereinafter "Guidotti) discloses an 
absorbent article including a first sheet leak preventer (9), a second sheet leak 
preventer (6) present above and in a rear part of the first leak preventer, and an 
absorbent (3) containing a super absorbent polymer (col. 6, lines 13-17) capable of 
absorbing a body fluid, and provided above the first leak preventer extending from a 
front part of the first leak preventer beneath the second leak preventer in at least one 
layer as set forth in figure 5 . 

With reference to claim 2, Guidotti discloses an absorbent article in which a urine 
introduction part forming material (1) is bonded to a part of a lower surface of a front 
end of the second leak preventer as set forth in figure 5. 

As to claim 3, Guidotti discloses an absorbent article further including a 
urine/feces stopping member (10) in a front end or in a vicinity of the front end of the 
second leak preventer as set forth in figures 3-5. 

With reference to claim 4, Guidotti discloses an absorbent article in which the 
absorber is separated and provided on right and left sides in a front part of the first 
leak preventer as set forth in figure 3. 

With respect to claim 5, Guidotti discloses an absorbent article in which the 
absorber is separated and provided on right and left sides in a rear part of the first leak 
preventer as set forth in figure 3. 
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As to claims 6 and 7, Guidotti discloses an absorbent article in which a part or 
entire periphery of the first leak preventer rises upward and/or in which the right and 
left side walls of the first leak preventer are folded inward as set forth in figures 1 - 2. 

As to claim 8, Guidotti discloses an absorbent article which right and left side 
walls of the first leak preventer are formed into folded shape as set forth in 
figures 1 - 2. 

Regarding claim 9, Guidotti discloses an absorbent article in which the absorber 
is provided in each of at least two of two or more stepped-spaces defined by the 
right and left side walls of the first leak preventer formed into folded shape as set forth 
in figures 1-3. 

With respect to claim 10, Guidotti discloses an absorbent article in which a part 
or entire periphery of the second leak preventer rises upward as set forth in 
figures 1 - 2. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michele Kidwell whose telephone number is 
571-272-4935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Michele Kidwell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 



